[Clinical manifestations of the subfamily alpha-herpesvirinae in childhood].
Herpes simplex virus(HSV) and varicella-zoster virus(VZV) belonging to the subfamily of alpha-herpesvirinae have the capacity to establish latent infection in neural tissues and to reactivate from these sites. HSV infection is characterized by a vesicular eruption, fever, and other constitutional symptoms but frequently inapparent both in primary and recurrent infections. However, the infection produces a wide spectrum of illness ranging from the trivial fever blisters to the most severe fatal sporadic encephalitis and neonatal infection. In contrast, VZV develops varicella, a common contagious disease of childhood during primary infection and zoster by reactivation of latent virus acquired during varicella. In normal children, the systemic symptoms of both diseases are mild, whereas serious complications are often observed in children with deficiencies in cell-mediated immunity. Acyclovir has been the drug of choice for treatment of severe infection with HSV and VZV for approximately 2 decades. Now, two new agents, valacyclovir and famciclovir will supplant acyclovir for certain indications.